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Department of Vector Control seeks 
support for an entomology lab 

on Aruba 



Over the week beginning 
Monday, June 1Q, Aruba's De¬ 
partment of Vector Control, 
under the direction of Roque 
Dirksz, was very pleased to 
welcome Dr. Malias Reyes 
Lugo of the Institute of Tropi¬ 
cal Medicine of Central Uni¬ 
versity of Venezuela, to 
conduct a study of Aruba's 
mosquito population. He was 
sent here via a request to the 
Pan American Health Organi¬ 
zation. PAHO. 

For four days, Dr. Reyes 
worked with Vector Control 
staffers and scientists, ventu¬ 
ring into Aruba's mangroves to 
collect and identifying the va¬ 
rious species of mosquito 
found on the island. "Such a 
study has not been done for 
thirty years," explained a staff 
member, “it w r as time for us to 
update our information ‘ Re¬ 


sults confirmed that Aruba's 
mosquito population is still, 
after JO years, comprised of 
the same four species. 



Dr Reyes 


The one that is of particular 
concern to Vector Control and 
the Department of Health is die 
Aedes aegypti, which can 
transmit Dengue Fever Den¬ 
gue is an RNA virus within the 


genus tliat includes yellow 
fever virus. West Nile virus 
and other debilitating diseases 
that can be carried by the 
Aedes aegypti. Presently, only 
Dengue is an issue on Aruba. 

The principal point brought 
across by Dr Reyes while 
summarizing his study was 
that Aruba would benefit 
greatly by establishing an en¬ 
tomology lab on the island 
Hie tropical climate of Aruba 
makes the issue of insect bites 
and stings a year-round con¬ 
cern, and the possibility of 
what diseases or parasites they 
may carry. Being an arid is¬ 
land, with heavy winds, helps 
reduce the risk greatly How¬ 
ever, the increased frequency 
of excessive rainfall during 
more severe storm seasons has 
resulted in rising Dengue sta¬ 
tistics over the last decade 

Aruban Clayton Croes was 
introduced, who obtained his 
Bachelors Degree in Biome¬ 
dical Science, specializing in 
the transmission of diseases 
via insects He would head 
such a laboratory, “which 
could serve all of the islands of 
the Dutch Caribbean" asserted 
Dr Willmar S al azar o f the De - 
partment of Health The lab 
was one of a five-point plan 
presented by Dr Reyes, which 
included continual education 
and training and updating for 
the personnel of Vector Con¬ 
trol Another point is the in¬ 
formed technicians would then 
monitor all port entries for the 
possible presence of dangerous 
insects, often hidden among 
imported comestibles, such as 
fresh fruits and vegetables, or 
decorative plants Tire staff 
speculate that palm trees im¬ 
ported from Arizona to deco¬ 
rate hotel grounds may have 
brought the Brown Recluse 
Spider to Aruba, form ally un¬ 
known on the island A case 
was reported last year of a 
youngster reacting to a spider 
bite, and the venom of this spi¬ 
der is believed to b e the cause. 

Continued on page 4 
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Turkey PM says 'duty' to oust 
protesters as clashes rage 


ISTANBUL (AFP) - Turkish 
Prime Minister Re cep Tayyip 
Er do g an y esterday tol d a 
crowd of more than 100,000 
supporters it was his "duty 1 * to 
order a crackdown on an Istan¬ 
bul protest park, as police and 
anti-government demonstra¬ 
tors faced off m fresh dashes. 

A full day after riot police 
dislodged thousands of pro¬ 
testers occupying Gezi Park, 
officers m the city were still 
firing teai' gas and j ets of water 
at pockets of protesters deter¬ 
mined to regroup. 

Some 10 kilometres (six 
miles) away, in a much bigger 
park, Erdogan put ou a show 
of strength for supporters of 
his ruling Justice and Develop¬ 
ment Party (AKP), drawing 


die largest crowd yet since the 
demos agamst Ins government 
erupted more than two weeks 
ago. Ad dressing the cheering 
sea of people, many of whom 
wore white AKP caps, a com¬ 
bative Erdogan said protesters 
had forced his hand by defying 
repeated warnings to clear out 
of the park. 

The violence sparked by the 
Gezi Park evacuation marked 
a maj or escalation in mass un¬ 
rest that has posed the biggest 
challenge yet to the Islarmc- 
roDted government's decade- 
long rule 

Two of Turkey's mam trade 
uni c n fe d erati o ns, announced 
they would go on strike today 
in protest at the latest police 
clashes 
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Across from Radisson Resort 
gehind the '1 fp Aruba sign" 


Open Pally 8pm -1 Oish 
Breakfast 8 am to 12pm 
Lunch/Dinner 12pm -10ish 
phone number 586*3904 

NOW Serving 
Breakfast 

lunch and dinner 
seven day* 

a week. 


-All you can eat 
pancakes & coffee 
*6.99 

- 2 Eggs, Toast 
Coffee *4.49 


5 Burgers Aruba 


delivery In hotel area 
r orders over $50 


Free Coffee 
Unlimited 
Refills with 

Breakfast entree! Burgers, Fries.. <& More! 


Delivery Available 11 am - 3 am 


Aruba Civil Registry Bureau held 
PI VA—platform conference here 




ORANJESTAD -- During the 
lasE weeks of May an animal 
can gres s o f PI VA {Per so a nsin- 
& rm ati e Vo arzi emng Arub a en 
An till en) (Personal Informa¬ 
tion and Services for Aruba 
and the Antilles) was held here 
on Aruba As this congress all 
the Civil and Census Bureau of 
the different countries in the 
Dutch Kingdom (Aruba, Cura¬ 
cao, Sint Maarten and the 
Dutch Caribbean) came to¬ 
gether to discuss matters re¬ 
lated to efficiency until our 
similar automation systems as 
well as the changes m the law 
of the Dutch Kingdom Dis¬ 
cussions were also held regar¬ 
ding the modernization of 
Citizens Issues in general 
Thirty representatives from 
the various islands to include. 


Saba, St. Maarten, Curacao, 
Bonaire, St Eustatius, Office 
of the Governors of the various 
islands and Ministers of Inte¬ 
rior Relations of the Dutch 
Kingdom in Holland partici¬ 
pated m the congress 

Emphasis was placed on die 
pro fes si onali sm, impro veinent 
of communication and the for¬ 
tification of die links between 
the islands and Holland and 
how to invest in tins effort 
The “Nederl ands Verem gmg 
Vo or Burgerz aken (NWB), 
which is one of die institutions 
representing Civil Registry Bu¬ 
reau's area of education for the 
Dutch Kingdom also partici¬ 
pated m die congress. 

Every' island made a pre¬ 
sentation about die number of" 
clients they serve and of the 


products they offer and some 
of their different, projects. 
Aruba excelled in the large 
number of clients that are at¬ 
tended to daily by their staff 

The Aruba Civil Registry 
and Census Bureau services no 
less than 2 700 persons per 
week, which is 25% more that 
the largest island in the Dutch 
Caribbean, which is Curacao. 

Aruba does this with a dif¬ 
ference of two staff members 
for eveiy 1000 persons com¬ 
pared with Curacao which has 
4 employees for every 1000 
persons Tins proves that 
Aruba offers more services to 
more clients with fewei per¬ 
sonnel compared to Curacao. 

Aruba also presented a total 
of Id projects that have been 
realized out of 24 projects to 
be executed. For tins reason 
the Dutch islands decided to 
visit Aruba for the PI VA-Plat¬ 
form They were interested in 
seeing some of the projects, 
such as the new client referral 
system and the automated 
passport archive, of which 
Aruba is the pioneer m the 
Caribbean 

Aruba's Census and Civil 
Registry Bureau is a true 
leader m many of the aspects 
of daily work, control, effi¬ 
ciency and implementation of 
automated systems. 


Kronijkboek Noord 1898 
has been digitalized and 

printed 



ORANJESTAD- In 2012, 
Pastor Santiago of the Santa 
Anna Parish let known that he 
wanted to preserve a few of the 
remaining books of the history 
of the Santa Anna Church. 

He decided to attempt two 
matters One was to digitalize 
these books That meant to 
have them typewritten so as to 
create a book, and to restore die 
hooks. He approached the Na- 
bonal Aruba Archives Bureau 


for their cooperation. Tins bu¬ 
reau readily promised their as¬ 
sistance for as far as diey could 
Thus far, the only setback they 
have is that they do not have 
the required chemicals for the 
restoration of books Henk 
Hooft of the Archives Bureau 
worked on a few of the books 
They also scanned these books 
to try to preserve a copy of the 
originals 

Court}sued on page 3 
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I LOCATION| PALM BEACH PLAZA MALL 
| 2nd FLOOR, ADJACENT TO THE CINEMA 
: FIND US ON FACEBQOK: 

; MR FROYO'S SELF SERVE FROZEN YOGURT 


OPEN EVERY DAY FROM 3:00 PM TILL 11:00 PM 


Kronijkboek Noord 1898 has 
been digitalized and printed 


Continued from page 2 



In the meantime, Man a Sa- 
puana-Figaro a b eg an the typ e- 
wnting work of these books 
Today they are pleased to an¬ 
nounce that after working one 
year the first Kronijkboek 
Noord has been completed 
The manuscript has been pre¬ 
sented to the National Archives 
to produce a few books. Today, 
they are happy to announce 
that those books are com¬ 
pleted The books have been 
presented to Priest Jan Gospo- 
darczyk, one of the Pliests of 
the Santa Anna Parish Priest. 
Santiago is currently on vaca¬ 
tion 

The Kronijkboek Noord re¬ 
counts the history of Noord 
and of Aruba from the years 
19S3 to 193d It recounts the 
stones of religion, educational 
aspects, politics, culture and 
sports of Noord and Aruba. It. 


tells how the Dominican 
Priests worked in the commu¬ 
nities of Aruba, and how the 
people of Noord practiced their 
faith with vigor and valor. 

Mrs Pd an a has m the me an- 
time begun working on the 
second Kromjkboek dating 
back from 1937. It is expected 
that this second book should 
take less time to produce His 
hardest part of the job is to be 
able to read and decipher the 
letters and characters written 
by the priests who wrote the 
chronicles. What's more, the 
Dutch tliey used is also the Old 
Dutch language 

One decision yet to be 
taken is how these books will 
be presented to the general 
public, what book format to 
use and how the general public 
will get these chronicles. 
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Celebrating the gift of life on 
World Blood Donors Day 



Hospital Staff donors honored 



Danilo Webb donates 64 
times 


The staff of Aruba's Blood 
Bank welcomed guests on 
Friday, June 14, for an infor¬ 
mal celebration of World 
Blood Donors Day, remind¬ 
ing Aruba of their current 
campaign to increase the 
number of registers donors 
and the "Every Drop 
Counts!" This year is the 10th 
anniversary of World Blood 
Donors Day as declared by 
the World Health Organiza¬ 
tion, WHO 

Aruba's Blood Bank, in 
keeping with this year's 
theme of "The Gift of Life" 
invited Elvis Brete to tell his 
story of how five years of 
blood transfusions saved Ins 
life while battling pancreatic 
disease. Aruba is one of the 
few nations in the Caribbean 
that relies completely on vol¬ 
untary donations, and they 
encourage islanders to come 
forward and donate regularly. 
Hie "Gift of Life" could save 
not only a stranger, but friend 
or loved one, someday. 

Continued on page 5 
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Aruba National Park innovating steadily 



Tliere are about 30 to 100 
visitors per day, mostly 
tourists. 

On the weekends you can 
see mare locals visiting the 
park The nicest areas to visit 
are the Natural Pool, The 
Fantein aid the Boca Pnns 
Caves. There are various 
other points of interest such 
as the Guadirikiri Cave, Das 
PI ay a and the Ankok 
Cunucu. There is an entrance 
fee of FIs.5.00 There is also 
a year pass for FIs. 28, 00 or 
FIs 22, 50 for an athletic year 
pass. 


landoor 

. tka Sknettan CfXlll kouia 

Lunch Buffet 

Saturday - Sunday 

12:00- 3 p,m. Dinner 

Monday - Sunday 
6:00 -11:00 p.m 

Palm Beach Center - Palm Peach Aruba - Tel: 5860944 


illation for their “show and 
tell" class sessions or for 
other school projects. The 
website address is http:// 
www a r u b a 
liati on alp ark. org/. The link 
to download the digital pack¬ 
age is under the section, ed¬ 
ucation/ education for 
schools/Less on packages. 

The program ts in the Dutch 
language as it i s the language 
of instruction in our schools 
The National Park exists 
since the year 2000 and ma¬ 
nages 34 km2 of property, 
has 43 employees and re¬ 
ceives annually over 2DO 
thousand 


visitors. 


Just recently, the Aruba Na¬ 
tional Park has introduced a 
new innovative proj ect which 
every secondary school can 
make good use of for giving 
classroom instructions in a 
digital format Tins ism keep¬ 
ing with the role that the Na¬ 
tional Park has since its 
founding back in 2D00 This 
role is to promote and protect 
our fauna and flora. 

As we know; the world of 
technology has brought many 
changes and children are inte¬ 
rested in technology and the 
internet Hence, the National 
Park has developed the first 
lesson package, “Qnze Veel- 


zijdige medienisle 
(our many sided medici¬ 
nal plants) in a digital 
format that s:hools can 
use. The package con 
tains a teacher's 
guide, student guide, 
a quiz and other ma¬ 
terial 

The FundaciDn 
Parke Ankok has 
much information for 
the general public, 
teachers and children 
on its website, which 
can he visited during 
the upcoming vacation 
period On the website 
they will get much mfor- 


Department of Vector 
Control seeks support... 


Continued from page 1 



Dr. Reyes in the field 


Another point in Dr Reyes' 
plan is training not only far 
Vector Control staff but. the 
public as well, regarding con¬ 
ditions to harbor dangerous in¬ 
sects and the proper use of 
insecticides A survey of iacal 
markets by Dr. Reyes and 
dose examination of the con¬ 
tents description of venous in¬ 
secticides sold freely, reveal 
that the products carried here 
contain chemicals considered 
well beyond U.S or Venezue¬ 
lan safety levels for general 
use in die home Overuse and 
abuse could prove quite harm¬ 
ful According ta Dr Reyes, 
the government must take a 
hard look at tins situation and 


undertake legislation to protect 
consumers 

The Director of the Depart¬ 
ment of Vector Control and Ins 
team feel that a great deal more 
attention must be paid to the 
five points. "Aruba is pre¬ 
sently, relatively free of the 
dangerous diseases passed 
along by insect bites," he con¬ 
firmed, "However, with the 
enormous influx of visitors an¬ 
nually, tins situation could 
change easily It only takes one 
person infected with Yellow or 
West Nile Fever and then bit¬ 
ten by a mosquito while on 
Aruba, to introduced the virus 
into the local mosquito popu¬ 
lation, thus passing it on. Only 
a few years ago we had 
only two strains of 
Dengue on Arub a; now 
we have all four. Tins 
is the result of travelers 
bringing the vims to 
the island. Another 
tiling to be monitored 
at entry ports-someone 
obviously sick, who 
may be carrying a 
communicable disease, 
which could then be 
established on the is¬ 
land on permanent 
basis." 



Rosalie Klein 
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Luxury Living at an Island Paradise 



www.diviarubaresidences.com Call 735 5252 or 735 5300 


Celebrating the gift of life... 


To Remember Those Who 


Continued from page 3 



Aruba BtoodbanH team 


40 times Among the men 
staffers, Raymond Bikker do¬ 
nated SO times, Stanley Ricao 
and Jose Luis Kock gave 51 
times .and Victor G. M. Kook 
52 Dam Id M. Webb, an or¬ 
derly at the Dr. Horacio E 
Oduber Hospital was the 
Blood Bank's #1 honoree, hav¬ 
ing donated blood 64 times 

The Blood Bank was also 
proud of its young, new gene¬ 
ration of regular contributors. 
Ant oni a Vane s s a Ch at! ein- 
J an sen, Andre Koolman, Chys- 
latne Croes, Indrah Zievmger 
and Frans Oduber, the last ha¬ 
ving donated 5 times 

Rosalie Klein 


drives among their employees, 
accounting for a veiy large per¬ 
centage of tire blood available 

Lucia Tromp Cross 40 times. when aeeded These were 

B1 o o d bank p ersonnel ais o lion- SETAR N. V, Arub a's natron al 
ored those that do donate &e- telecommunications company, 
quently, including thre e isl and the Central B ank of Amb a an d 
institutions which run blood Balasln Brewery M V 

Hospital employees who 
are part of the donation pro¬ 
gram were also honored for 
their vigilance. Among the IS 
who were awarded trophies 
and gifts for their regular con¬ 
tribution were Rebecca Her¬ 
nandez, Bngida Croes and 
Isidoia Krozendijk, who have 
donated blood 32 tunes each. 
Maria Gei have given 3d 
times and Lucia Tromp-Croes 


STICHTING 

BLOEDBANK 

ARUBA 


Never Returned 



For many years, I have observed and realized that there 
was no adequate place to honor the ones who went out 
at sea and never returned. 

Sometimes a family member would throw a wreath or 
some flowers into the water from a cliff or beach to ho¬ 
nour their beloved ones. 

There was no place that someone could sit for a mo¬ 
ment to reflect on the past or their loved ones. 

In our Memorial Park that we are going to build in 
Seroe Colorado we are also planning to put a statue to 
remember the lost ones. 

Now I am very happy to read in the local newspapers, 
that Minister Otmar Oduber is planning to put at Gover¬ 
nor’s Beach, a monument for the ones who went out at 
sea and never returned. 

This monument is long overdue. 

I am happy and applaud Minister 0. Oduber for this 
initiative. 


By: Roland W. Peterson 
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Former VP Cheney 
defends US spy programs 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - For¬ 
mer vice president Dick Che¬ 
ney yesterday defended 
recently revealed US spy pro¬ 
grams, saynig they were 
needed to prevent attacks and 
calling die man who leaked de¬ 
tails about them a "traitor “ 

Cheney had played a key 
role in former president 
George W. Bush's administra¬ 
tion when it developed and ap¬ 
proved the National Security 
Agency surveillance tactics in 
the wake of die September 11, 
2001 attacks. 

"The reason we got into it 
was because weVe been at¬ 
tacked -- and a worse attack 
than Pearl Harbor," he told 
Chris Wallace on "Foe; News 
Sunday. 11 

The worry, he added, was 
that future attackers would turn 
to 11 deadlier weapons than ever 
before" — including nuclear 
and biological arms 

"When you consider some¬ 
body smuggling a nuclear de¬ 
vice into the United States, it 
becomes very important to 
gather intelligence on your en¬ 
emies and stop that attack be¬ 
fore it ever gets launched," he 
said. 

Asked about critics of the 


programs, Cheney countered 
"The allegation is out there that 
somehow we've got all this 
personal information on Aunt 
Fanny or Chris Wallace or 
whoever it might be and re¬ 
ported through it," he said 

"Not true, that's not the way 
it works." 

Cheney said he understo od 
people's concern about die se¬ 
crecy of the programs, but 
added that disclosing sources 
and m etho d s in cans “you're re- 
vealing it to your targets, to 
your adversaries, to the 
enemy. 11 

In that vein, the former se¬ 
cond tn command called Ed¬ 
ward Snowden, the 2 9 -year- 
old former government con¬ 
tractor who exposed the wide¬ 
spread spying and has gone 
underground m Hong Kong, a 
" traitor. “ 

"1 think he has committed 
crimes in effect by violating 
agreements given die position 
he had," he said. 

"I think it's one of the worst 
occasions in my memory of 
somebody with access to clas¬ 
sified information doing enor¬ 
mous damage to the national 
security interests of the United 
States." 


Dramatic sea rescue in Italy, 
900 migrants land in two days 



guard rescued 95 migrants 
found clinging tD a large tuna 
fishing cage off tire shores of 
Sicily yesterday, as the number 
of people who landed m Italy 
over the weekend rose to over 
9D0 

Rescuers pulled more than 
250 people to safety yesterday 
as two boats crossing the 
Mediterranean got into diffi¬ 
culty and reports came m of 
dozens of people dinging des- 
p erately to the tuna cage out at 
sea, Italian media said. 


Eritrea were taken to Lampe¬ 
dusa island off the Sicilian 
coast, along with a further 55 
people from a different boat, 
some of whom had jumped 
into tire water at the sight of 
the coast guard 

On Saturday, some 690 im¬ 
migrants were rescued from 
boats with engine trouble or 
dm glues that had be gun taking 
on water, including a baby girl 
born during the crossing from 
Turkey. 



BOSS 

HUGO BOSS 

Emmastraat 3 - Plaza Margareta 

Phone 588-5406 
Opening Hours; 
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King: Jordan can protect itself from 
Syria war threats 


AMMAN (AFP) - King Ab¬ 
dullah II vowed yesterday to 
protect Jordan from the war in 
Syria, after the United States 
announced its warplanes and 
missiles will remain in the 
kingdom at the end of military 
exercises 

"Should the world not act 
and help us adequately address 
tins issue, and should tins issue 
became a threat... then we are 
capable at any time to talce the 
necessary measures to protect 
our country and people's inter¬ 
ests," said the Jordan an ruler. 

"In our handling of the Sy¬ 
rian crisis, the first and ulti¬ 
mate goal has been to protect 
Jordan's and Jordanians' inter¬ 
ests," he told a university grad¬ 
uation ceremony 

The Pentagon on Saturday 
confirmed that US F-16 fighter 
jets and Patriot missile inter¬ 
ceptors will remain in Jordan 


after the end of a j oint military 
exercise this month 

The king said Jordan was 
working with Arab nations as 
well as the United States, Rus¬ 
sia and European countries "to 
find a political solution that 
preserves the unity and stabil¬ 
ity of Syria" 

He told graduates at Muta 
University's military wing in 
the 'City of Karak that "tire crisis 
in brotherly Syria., imposed on 
us some harsh realities. On die 
other hand, we are working to 
secure international financial 
assistance to cover the costs of 
hosting the refugees." 

A US defence official said 
tins week the Americans 
would also keep a umt of 
Marines on amphibious ships 
off the Red Sea coast after con¬ 
sultations with Jordan. 

Washington is concerned 
about a possible spillover of 


violence from Syria to its 
southern neighbour Jordan, a 
key US ally and one of only 
two Arab states to have signed 
a peace treaty with Israel 
Jordan is hosting nearly 
hal f a million Syrian refugees, 
and could serve as a conduit 
for the military support Wash¬ 
ington has said it will give to 
rebels battling Syrian President 
Bashar al-Ass ad's forces 
Meanwhile, the long met 
EU foreign policy chief 
Catherine Ashton and dis¬ 
cussed with her "the dangerous 
repercussions of Syrian con¬ 
flict for tiie region," a palace 
statement said 

"The king urged apolitical, 
transitional and comprehen¬ 
sive solution to die Syrian cri¬ 
sis," it added, quoting Ashton 
as "stressing that the EU will 
continue to help Jordan cope 
with the refugees" 
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Located in San Nicolas in front of 
the BSL laundry, at the back of 
the main street, 

Tel: 588-9027 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 


Crime-scarred Venezuela 
gets arms control law 


CARACAS (AFP) - Vene- 
zu el a's Pre st dent Ni c ol as 
Madura signed a gun control 
bill into law Friday in a bid to 
ran 111 the country's runaway 
violent crime. 

“1 hereby sign into law tins 
gun control law, for peace m 
our nation," Maduro said m an 
address m Vargas state. 

The bill will allow sen¬ 
tences of up to 20 years m 
prison far any civilian con¬ 
victed of illegally carrying or 
selling a firearm 

It also restricts the sale of 
ammunition to civilians, and 
bans weapons from being 
shown m public places. 

“Any ami that is confis¬ 
cated will be destroyed imme¬ 
diately. the sales of weapons 
and ammunition also ends," 
said National Assembly Presi¬ 
dent Dios dado Cab ell 0 


Tliere are some exceptions 
people are allowed to use 
weapons to protect their pro¬ 
perty and themselves when m 
danger, and security personnel 
can use them when transpor¬ 
ting valuable items 

The bill was promoted by 
late president Hugo Chavez, a 
leftist-populist in power since 
1999 who died on March 5. 

The ruling sa cialist patty or 
PSUV, and two oppa sition par¬ 
ties approved the bill 

In Ihe first quarter of 2013, 
there were 3,400 murders. That 
followed another year of 
bloodletting that saw about 
15,000 homicides nationwide 
111 2012, according to govern¬ 
ment data. 

There were 15 million 
firearms -- legal and illegal -- 
in a country of 39 million in 
2009 


Zuma: Mandela showing 
’sustained' improvement 


The frail 94-year-old anti- 


JOHANNESBUR.G (AFP) - 
Nelson Mandela is showing a 
"sustained" improvement after 
more than a week in hospital 
battling a lung infection al¬ 
though Ins condition remains 
serious. South African Presi¬ 
dent Jacob Zuma said yester¬ 
day. 

"As you are aware, presi¬ 
dent Nelson Mandela is still in 
hospital in Pretoria. We are 
grateful that he continues to 
get better," Zuma said at a pub¬ 
lic rally 

"Over the last two days, al¬ 
though he remains serious. Ins 
doctors have stated that his im¬ 
provement has beat sustained. 
He continues to engage with 
family." 


apartheid hero was admitted to 
a private Pretoria clinic in the 
early hours of June S because 
of a recurring lung infection. 
Ins fourth hospitalisation sauce 
December 

Mandela's latest health 
problems have seen South 
Africans come to terms with 
the mortality of the man re¬ 
garded as the father of the 
'Rainbow Nation" as its first 
black president. 

Zuma urged the nation to 
keep Madiba, Mandela's dan 
name by which he is affection¬ 
ately known, m "our thoughts 
and prayers," as messages of 
support from the public contin¬ 
ued to pour m. 


5.8-magnitude quake strikes 
central Mexico 



Mexico City 


Acapulco 


MEXICO CITY (AFP) - A5.S- 
magmtude earthquake shook 
central Mexico early yester¬ 
day, sparking panic 111 the ca¬ 
pital and same pow r er cuts but 
HD major damage or casualties 
were reported. 

The quake struck just after 
midnight, east of the city of 
Huitzuco m Guerrero state, at 
a depth of about 3Q miles (50 
kilometers), according to Mex¬ 
ico's National Seismologies! 
Service and the US Geological 
Survey 

The officials downgraded 
the magnitude of the quake 
from d.G reported initially. 

Although the quake was felt 
strongly m the capital, "in the 
p r el limn ary report, M ext co 
City was not damaged," Mayor 
Miguel Angel Mane era re¬ 
ported. 

Civil Protection chief 
Faust d Lugo said there was no 
reports of major incidents But 
power was out 111 some areas 
of Mexico City, a local radio 
station reported, and the strong 
tremors sparked panic in same 
restaurants and bars, as cus¬ 
tomers hastily evacuated 

The international airport 
said on its social network ac¬ 
count that there was "no dam¬ 


age to our airp ort infrastructure 
after completing the review 
that we make as part of earth¬ 
quake security protocols." 

In die coastal resort city of 
Acapulco, an AFP reporter saw 
some tourists leave their hotels 
but satd there were no reports 
of damage 

In the southern state of Oax¬ 
aca there were also no injuries 
or damage, except "some peo¬ 
ple with panic attacks, who did 
not need to he hospitalized," 
die local Red Cross said 

An 3 1-magnitude earth¬ 
quake in September 1935 de¬ 
stroyed part of Mexico City 
and killed 3,700 people, ac¬ 
cording to official figures. 
Civil groups put die death toll 
from the quake at around 
20,QD0 people. 



• Assange hosts i 
| Ecuadorian j 
jforeign minister; 
| at London j 
I haven 

j LON DON (AFP) - Wik- j 


1 Leaks founder Julian As¬ 
sange made a fleeting public 
appearance yesterday as he 
welcomed die Ecuadorian 
foreign minister to Ins refuge 
at the South American coun¬ 
try's embassy m London. 

Ricardo Patino said As- 
s an g e wa sin go a d spi nt s" 
despite the "limitations" of 
his accommodation 

The foreign minister is in 
Britain for a meeting with 
counterpart William Hague 
to try and find a solution to 
the impasse winch has led to 
Assange spending one year 
m die embassy in a bid to 
avoid extradition to Sweden. 

Assange and WikiLeaks 
insist that Britain's real aim 


jin seeking to deport him to j 
j Sweden, where prosecutors j 
j want to quiz him aver sex | 
j claims, is to send him to the j 
j United States 

j Hague and Patino are j 
i searching for a diplomatic j 
j solution to the stalemate, j 
i winch was triggered when i 
i Assange turned up at the em- i 
i bassy demanding asylum on j 
i June 19 l ast year i 


L 


J 


Come, 

stay with us! 

A well situated, quiel 
apcrWEnl LaSTipk^ 
tptuhlmg of N I uMJi'f 
gjmrUnmUs. 
PlMseffaik urt oal Pt 
wvy w.iiehfeV aE 
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BRING THIS AD TO RECEIVE A FREE ORANGE JUICE 


'Romancnifl tmiStone at 


LOCATED AT: 
PLAYA LINDA 
beach resort 
TE: 586 4046 


MONDAY THRU SATURDAY 8-1 1 AM 

2 Eggs (fried, scrambled or poached) 

■ WITH BACON, AND LIIM^: SAUSAGES. 
POTATOES. TOAS AND COFFEE OR TEA. 


:'Restaurant 


Early Bird Special 


Lemon chicken Breast 


Ice Cream 

Chocolate 


Dinner Said 


Petite Filet Mignui 


Soup of the day 


R 1 *t of Grouper 1 Vanina 

All served with French Fries or Baked Potato on oar Foidoki HOT $to 


Health & Li 


Australia cracks down on 


synthetic drugs 




SYDNEY (AFP) - Aus¬ 
tralia imposed an interim ban 
an 19 synthetic cannabis and 
cocaine-like drugs on Sunday 
as part of a crackdown on the 
psycho active substances 
which mimic the highs of 
their illegal counterparts 

Assistant Treasurer David 
Bradbury said the 19 prod¬ 
ucts would be banned from 
sale and supply far up to 12 D 
days under consumer laws, a 
measure which will give 
states and territories time to 
update their laws to ban 
them 

"Synthetic drugs are dan¬ 
gerous substances that can 
kill and should nat be avail¬ 
able for sale," Bradbury said. 

Many synthetic drugs are 
already banned in parts of 
Australia, but Bradbury said 
the market was fast-moving 
and suppliers had shown a 
willingness to change brand 
names and packaging to get 
around bans made under con¬ 
sumer laws 

Australia's most populous 
state New South Wales tern- 
p o ran ly b anne d synth ets c 
drugs earlier this month after 
a 17-year-old Sydney boy fell 
to his death after taking a 
synthetic LSD pro duct which 
made him believe he could 
fly. 

Home Affairs Minister 
Jason Clare confirmed Sun¬ 


day that the government will 
also develop legislation to en¬ 
sure unauthorised synthetic 
drugs cannot be imported. 

The move will mean that 
"new drugs coming onto the 
market are presumed to be il¬ 
legal until the authorities 
know what they are and clear 
them as safe and legal" 

Clare said a range of syn¬ 


thetic drugs were being sold 
in Australia, including via the 
Internet. They mimicked the 
effects of cannabis, cocaine 
and methamphetannne and 
were being marketed as a 
1 egal alternative to iihcit 
drugs. 

The European Monitoring 
Centre for Drugs and Drug 
Addiction said 73 new psy¬ 
ch o active sub stan c e s were 
detected on the market in 
3013 -- compared to just 49 
in 3011 — and a greater pro¬ 
portion were from more ob¬ 
scure chemical groups 

"Many of the products on 
sale contain mixtures of sub¬ 
stances, and the lack of phar- 
macological and 

toxicological data means it is 
hard to speculate on long¬ 
term health implications of 
use/' the centre said in a re¬ 
port 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) - 
Hollywood stars including 
Robert De Niro, Michael 
Douglas and Morgan Free¬ 
man are calling on Group of 
Eight leaders meeting in 
Northern Ireland next week 
to eliminate nuclear arms. 

O s c ar-wi nmng Aus tri an 
actor Christoph Waltz and 
Matt Damon are also among 
the stars lending their faces 
and voices to the two-minute 
video plea by the anti-nuclear 
campaign group Global Zero. 

"The message from na¬ 
tional security experts and 
citizens around the world is 
clear the only way to elimi¬ 
nate the global nuclear dan¬ 
ger is to eliminate all nuclear 
weapons/ 1 says "Basic In¬ 
stinct" star Douglas 

It's time to set the world's 
course to zero," he adds. 

Freeman says: "Nuclear 
weapons are obsolete relics 
of the Cold War, they da nat 
address today's security 
threats, and they cost Si tril¬ 
lion per decade globally ... 
It's time we get rid of them.' 

Global Zero co-founder 
Matt Brown said the video 
w T as intended to appeal to US 
President Barack Obama and 
his Russian counterpart 
Vladimir Putin, due to meet 
on the sidelines of the G3 
summit to ay and Tuesday 
To set the world's course 
to zero nuclear weapons. 


President Obama will have to 
go beyond the bilateral 
process President. (Ronald) 
Reagan started of US-So- 
vieti 1 'Russian arms reductions 
and bring the other leading 
nuclear powers into interna¬ 
tional arms negotiations for 
the first time in history," he 
said 

Other actors in the video - 
- which can be seen at 
www.globalzero.org -- in¬ 
clude Alec Baldwin, John 
Cusack, Danny DeVito, 
Who Dpi Goldberg, Zae 
Kravitz, Martin Sheen and 
Naomi Watts. 

Leaders of the G8 coun¬ 
tries -- the United States, 
Britain, Germany, Russia, 
France, Japan, Italy and 
Canada -- will gather at 
Northern Ireland's exclusive 
Lough Erne golf resort. 

The talks will likely be 
dominated by the Syrian war 
after the United States ac¬ 
cused the regime of using 
chemical weapons, while the 
Bn fish hosts are determined 
to push a crackdown on tax 
evasion and boost global 
trade. 

Global Zero added it has 
delivered a letter to the White 
House signed by some 75 
former prime ministers, for- 
ei gn an d de fen s e mini stexs, as 
well as military commanders, 
urging him to eliminate nu¬ 
clear aims. 


An Easy Stretch All Desk 
Workers Should Do 

We know sitting at a 
desk all day is bad for 
its. Bid not everyone has 
a company gym mem¬ 
bers hqj or a workweek 
that allows for morning 
and afternoon fitness 
classes. So here an easy 
stretch that loosen the 
muscles made most stiff 
by sitting No gym 
equipment or extended 
lunch hours required! 

Neck and 
Shoulders. 

Hunching over keyboards strains the cervical spine and 
stiffens our shoulders. On the next bathroom break, reach 
your arms behind you, and interlock your fingers so that 
your palms face. Lift your arms so you feel a stretch in your 
chest and front shoulders. Draw your chin dawn to avoid 
crunching the neck. (Of course, feel free to do tins at your 
desk Tell anyone who gawks to follow suit) 



Do You own a home in Aruba? 


Do you need a responsible person 
to look after your property? 
Starting at $150.00 per month 
I will look after your home 
like it’s my own. 
Maintenance and gardening 
also possible. 


For more information send me an e-mail at: 
intropisttTff nr call (297)592-61111' 
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MEZZI 


Best Brands at 
Best Prices 

for the Whole Family! 

Cay a G.E Belico Croes 3 
At the beginning of the Main street 
Tel: 5B2Z120 




Sci-Tech 


Solar plane lands in 
Washington on US tour 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - The 
solar-powered Solar Impulse 
aircraft landed near the US 
capital early Sunday on the 
second tD last leg of its cross- 
co untry j oumey, o rgam zers 
said. 

The single-seater plane, 
which runs on four electric 
propellers powered by 1000 
solar cells mounted on its d 3- 
meter wingspan, touched 
down smoothly in the dark at 
Dulles International Airport at 
12:IS am(0415 GMT). 

The Solar Impulse usually 
lands m the middle of the 
night, when airport traffic has 
subsided. 

x4t tiie controls was Swiss 
pilot Bertrand Piccard, who is 
taking turns with compatriot 
Andre Borscht erg an the var¬ 
ious legs of the Eli girt across 
the United States. 

" It mi gilt s eem e asy, b ut i t's 
the result of a lot of work," 
Piccard said shortly after land¬ 
ing, highlighting a decade of 
effort, including developing 
the plane aid studying histori¬ 
cal and current weather 
records. 

He said die Sight, has 
shown "we can achieve unbe¬ 
lievable things" with renew¬ 
able energy, saying his plane is 
'“so efficient, so reliable it can 
fly without any fuel day and 
night" 

The plane will spend 
around two weeks in the 
Washington area and will be 
available for public visits at 
the Udvar-Hazy wing of 


Smithsonian An and Space 
Museum 

The final leg of the cross¬ 
country journey will take the 
plane to New York City. 

Tie aircraft can fly at night 
by reaching a high elevation 
of 27,000 feet (3,230 meters) 
and then gently gliding down¬ 
ward, using almost no power 
until the sun comes up tD 
begin recharging the solar 
cells 

The flight from Cmcmatti, 
Ohio took about 14 hours, 
after a 14-hour pit stop in the 
midwestem US city prompted 
by difficult weather 

The organizers had 
planned for the solar craft to 
fly directly from St. Louis, 
Missouri to Washington DC, 
but they said strong crass and 
head winds slowed down the 
aircraft 

Conditions were such that 
the flight to Washington 
would have taken longer than 
the sel f-imp a se d 2 4 -hour tim e 
limit set for the pilot m the 
cramped cockpit. 

The Solar Impulse project, 
founded and led by Piccard 
and Borschberg, aims Id 
showcase what can be accom¬ 
plished without fossil fuels; 
and has set as its "ultimate 
goal" a round-the-world flight 
in 2015. 

Tie first leg of Solar Im¬ 
pulse's US tour took place on 
May A when Piccard flew the 
aircraft from San Francisco, 
California, to Phoenix, Ari¬ 
zona 



Google to beam Internet from balloons 


CHRISTCHURCH (AFP) - 
Google revealed tap-secret 
plans Saturday to send bal¬ 
loons to the edge of space 
with the lofty aim of bringing 
Internet to the two-thuds of 
the global papulation cur¬ 
rently without web access 

Scientists from the tech¬ 
nology giant released up to 
30 helium-filled test balloons 
flying 2D kilometres (12.4 
miles) above Christchurch in 
New Zealand Saturday, car¬ 
rying antennae linked tD 
ground base stations. 

While still in the early 
stages, Project Loon hopes 
eventually to launch thou¬ 
sands of balloons to provide 
Internet to remote parts of the 
world, allowing the more 
than four billion people with 
no access to get online. 

It could also be used to 
help after natural disasters, 
when existing communica¬ 
tion infrastructure is affected. 

"Project Loon is an exper¬ 
imental technology far bal- 
1 d on-p a were d Internet 

access," the company said an 
its latest proj ect from its clan¬ 
destine Google (x), “where 
we work an radical, sci-fi- 
sounding technology solu¬ 
tions to solve really big world 
problems" 

"Balloons, carried by the 
wind at altitudes twice as 
high as commercial planes, 
can beam Internet access to 
the ground at speeds similar 
tD to day's 3G networks or 
faster," it added 

"It is very early days, but 
we think a ring of balloons, 
flying around the globe on 
the str at a sp lien c win ds, 
might be away to provide af¬ 
fordable Internet access to 
rural, remote, and under- 
served areas down on earth 
below, or help after disasters, 
when existing communica¬ 
tion infrastructure is af¬ 
fected ' 

It works by •ground sta¬ 
tions connecting to the local 
Internet infrastructure and 
beaming signals to the bal¬ 
loons, which are self-pow¬ 


ered by solar panels. 

The balloons, which once 
in the stratosphere will be 
twice as high as commercial 
airliners and barely visible to 
the naked eye, are then able 
to communicate with each 
other, forming a mesh net¬ 
work m the sky. 

Users below have an Inter¬ 
net antennae they attach the 
side of their house which can 
send and receive data signals 
from the balloons passing 
overhead. 

Some 50 people were cho¬ 
sen to take part in the trial 
and were able to link to the 
Internet, 

The first person to get 
Google Balloon Internet ac¬ 
cess was Charles Nimmo, a 


farmer and entrepreneur m 
the small town of Lees ton 
who signed up for the exper¬ 
iment. 

He told the New Zealand 
Herald he received Internet 
access for about 15 minutes 
before the transmitting bal¬ 
loon he was relying on 
floated out of range. 

"It's been weird," he told 
the newspaper. "But it's been 
exciting to be part of some¬ 
thing new/' 

Google's ultimate goal is 
to have a ring of balloons -- 
each the length of a small 
light aircraft when fully in¬ 
flated — circling the Earth, 
ensuring there is no part of 
the globe that cannot access 
the web. 


Utkrlg Utrfr JKemt 

5i3fl ' 7:LTD put 


'CHhiF 


1 RESlAUftANl 1 


Appetizers; Stuffed Avocado. Escargots Bourguignon, 
(choose one) Fruits of the Seven Seas, Choices of Soups 

Entrees: Breaded Grouper 

topped with coconut shrimps served with 
rice and vegetables 

Land & Sea 

Chicken Breast Steak & Shrimps with rice 
and vegetables 

Breaded Chicken Breast 
served With mushroom sauce, topped 
with cheese served with vegetables and 
stuffed potato 

Twin Tenderloin or Chicken Parmesan 
served on a bed of llnguim pasta 

Dessert. Coffee or Tea 




ftax&l5 D A service charge] 

Includes one FREE 
I Presidents Beer per person 




EP| j *■ 

Buccaneer Restaurant - Gasparito IT. Nloord 
bone: fil-2 97 ) 586 6172 - www.buccaneeraruba.com 
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PICKLES 





ITCIPJ rr SHORTEN 

1st ft 

MflMMEKj ITOLPVojJ 


UftVE SttU EVER 
LOKKtPE KE E? tSECoM- 
iMG. AMtSU? 



MOMMA 


X'41 

*j ttCUFTB TT^tAN £*F* # 

W&rzLO& * 


y 





-Tt-urriF twnrEE0 r ^TTNk& 

ySPU'tt 
&&t&ur 
5AAA& ^ % 




fiA 






I.L LAZAHU 9 F t 




£'t*t 


CALVIN and HOBBES 


THE, MOKE *0U THINK 
ASWT- TVIIWSS, 
E?>v m- WEIRDER 

,L Twet SE£»A- 

A 1 


TAKE TVlL^ MILK, 
WWf p& WL OttWlC 
t<W Hiut 7? 




VLHO WAS TUi, Wi ViHO 13N.T THPlV X THINK. 


FIRST LOOtCg M" A CfflH 
ftNO 5#HD, *■ I IW1NV.. U.L 
BRlttf. VlHMWEJfc COMES 
OUT Of TWEE THINGS ViW£?t 
I SQUEEZE 


wy(lt> 


CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 


1 . Three, in 

51. 

Roma 


4. Advanced 

52. 

business 


degree (abbr,) 

53, 

7. Boot 

54. 

1 T, Race a motor 


1 £, Stags' mates 


1 3. Bill of Rights 

65 

defenders 

56, 

(abbr.) 

57, 



tOt-VIERSMtoH 

SWJJtD H- ku-s 
ID A WtHUMM 
UNUL ATtESHOQH, 



CROSSWORD 


1 4, King Kong, 
eg* 

15. ElecttKted 
particles 
1 6 . Unpaid bill 
1 7. Shaped 
1 9. Shoshonean 
Indian 

21. Distance 
measures 
(abbr.) 

22. Closet pests 
25. Love seat 

28, Sn apple 
ingredient 

29. “Notes__ 

Scandaf 
(2006 film, 2 
wds.) 

31. Made a web 

32. Primary color 

33. "Thing 7 ' word 

34. Pint-sized 

35 . Gako baker's 
need 

36- Anxious 
37, Miner's stake 
□9, S(umber party 
sleepwear 

41. Birthstonc 

42. Author Jane 
46. Get top billing 
49, Poker 

declaration (2 


wds.) granted 

“__ Loser" (2 7. Military 

academy 
student 
Expert 
It has 30 
teams (ahbr.) 
Sot (down) 
Fizzled out 
Ox collar 18, Actress 

Methane, e.g. Cannon 

DUE S military 20, Bring__ close 

arena (2 wds.) 

23. Petty criminal 

24. __ as a bug in 


wds,) 


equipment 


engineering 
school (abbr,) 


8 - 

9. 

lO, 

12 , 


1 . 

2 . 


DOWN 

Mine car 
“_ Man 


(1934 film) 

3. Daredevil 
Knievel 

4, Atmospheres 
5- Hollywood's 

Affleck 
6 Took for 


a mg 

25, Wind dir. 

26. Oil cartel 
acronym 

27, Oil or coal 

28. Decimal unit 
30. Non-picky 

one's word 
32. Hitting haid 


FREE Coverage on our 


website: 


hwh fir :rnln^».^»crjsr.:oii: 


33. Highland 
headland 
3S. Lemon 

meringue_ 

3a Be of one 
mind 

39. Aches 
40- Ellen Page film 
43, "Newsweek" 
rival 

44 Send out 
45- Treaty org 

46. Modest 

47, Besides 

43 . interrogate 
50- Farrow of films 
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DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS* 

June 15- June 22 


O’start : ‘ B otic a St a.Cruz ’ - S.N . 4 ALOE N.V 


Center for Hemodialysis 

Posada Clinic Aaiba 
Tel.580-2840JPager 127^2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N, 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-544Q 

SOS TELEAYUD0 SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
533-1190 

Mon -Thu. 9 p.rm.-12 midn. 
Frf.-Sun. 9 p,m.-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer's Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 



Important 

Telephone 

(Numbers 


HOSPITAL 

H Grade* Oduber Hospital 
Tel. 587-4300 
EMERGENCY 
Telephone 911 
POLICE HDQS 
Telephone 100 

TAXI 
C.V. TAS 

5874998, 587-5000 
In Oranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116,582-1604 
582-5447 
In San Nicolas 
Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 
professional taxi services 
Tel. 588-0035 
AS An&tt 
Monday* £-7 pm 

Sabana Liber 8 In Noord 
Tel: 567335$/ $338369 
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row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number is Never repeated 
in a row or column. 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 
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Tax evasion, bank secrecy: G8 talks 


tough, seeks teeth 


Tel: (297) 582-0697 i 583-7484 Fax: 583-5203 


E-mail: quaHty@setarnet.aw- Website: www.arubaquaJityapartmontsxom 


FINANCE 


Jittery markets await 
clarity 7 from the Fed 



WASHINGTON (AFP) - The 
Federal Reserve's policy 
board meets tomorrow to re¬ 
view the economy and its 
stimulus program, and mar¬ 
kets are looking for one 
thing clarity 

AS er week s of tuniul tuo us 
stock market volatility and a 
sharp fall m bond prices, 
bankers, investors and any¬ 
one else with a vested interest 
are waiting to hear: is the Fed 
reallv ah out to reel in its 
quantitative easing program? 

If so, could that be within 
months? Or will the US cen¬ 
tral bank wait for stronger 
economic growth to take that 
step"? 

The markets eagerly await, 
any meeting of the Federal 
Op en M ark et Co mmi tt ee, 
which sets the benchmark US 
dollar interest rale and, at the 
moment, continues to hold 
long-term rates down with its 
$35 bilhon-a-month QE bond 
buying program. 

But much more rides on 
this FOMC meeting tomor¬ 
row and Wednesday. because 
over the past month billions 
of dollars have h een b et on an 
aggressive interpretation of 
comments by Fed chief Ben 
Bernanke that the Fed is 
about to turn the corner on 
five years of stimulus. 

Ille belief that it will start, 
tapering its bond purchases 
within months has sent band 
prices plummeting and inter¬ 
est rates shooting up, and 
that, in turn, has pulled stocks 
lower, aEer they reached new 
records fueled by the Fed's 
easy money policy 

Yet US economic growth 
slowed slightly in the spring 
and remains at nsk to slower 
growth around the world, and 
with the government slashing 
spending, Fed stimulus is still 
needed, economists say. 

The Fed's guideposts, un¬ 
employment and inflation, re¬ 
main far off their target for a 
"normalized fiscal policy 
The unemployment rate is 
hovering at 7 6 percent — the 
target is 6.5 p ercent — and in¬ 
flation is well below the 2 0 


percent level the FOMC sees 
would be healthy 

Most analysts say that 
means that the FOMC is 
likely to stay the course in 
this meeting. 

But how Bernanke hones 
his hints on future policy in a 
post-meeting press confer¬ 
ence Wednesday will be key. 

"We do not expect Mr. 
Bernanke to yet show confi¬ 
dence that the time to taper 
QE is near," said Carl Ric- 
cadonna at Deutsche Bank. 

But the most important, 
aspect of his media Q&A will 
be whether he signals that a 
second-half taper remains 
plausible." 

The bond market has de¬ 
cided The yield on the 10- 
year Treasury bond shot up 
from 1 52 percent at the be¬ 
ginning of May to 2.23 per¬ 
cent in the past week, and the 
30-year jumped from 2.32 
percent to 3.3S percent. 

Partly behind that were the 
seeming at-odds comments 
by Bernanke to Congress on 
the issue on May 22. 

He first warned that tight¬ 
ening monetary policy now 
could stall the US recovery. 

But moments later he said 
the Fed could decide to start 
reining in stimulus in its 
" n ext. few m e etings," tak en as 
meaning as within months 

Since then stock markets 
have swung wildly from day 
to day as investors hang on 
every economic data point to 
confirm or weaken the inter¬ 
pretation that cutting QE is 
nigh 

Yet Bernanke has been at 
pains to stress that the taper¬ 
ing QE purchases would 
begin only if the economic 
data supports a picture of a 
consistently improving econ¬ 
omy. 

And the Fed has not yet 
concluded that, with US in¬ 
dustry and employment still 
growing slowly. 

Still, there are reasons far 
nervousness Many investors 
fear a repeat of February 
1934. 


PARIS (AFP) - Tax evasion 
and banking secrecy, hot topics 
and top targets because of the 
financial crises and austerity, 
could be the focus, of strong 
statements at the G£ meeting 
this week. 

The British government, or¬ 
ganism g the meeting m North¬ 
ern Ireland, has promised big 
developments on the basis of 
subst anti at progress recently m 
damping down on evasion and 
bursting bank secrecy 

But many observers from 
civic bodies are pessimistic 
and say that the summit today 
and tomorrow will amount to a 
lost, opportunity despite the 
public outrage over recent 
brazen cases at a time of tax 
rises and budget cuts 

The tightening up of tax 
systems across borders, and 
opening up information on 
how businesses do their ac¬ 
counting across borders, are 
two of tile burning issues for 
Brit am which is currently 
chairing the GS (Group of 
Eight) leading countries. 

The GS comprises the 
United States, Japan, Ger¬ 
many, France, Canada Britain 
Italy and Russia 

British Prune Minister 
David Cameron has prepared 
the way for the summit of 
heads and state and govern¬ 
ment by stating the "ambition" 
that the meeting at Lough Erne 
will "knock down the walls of 
banking secrecy" with "con¬ 
crete measures". 

French President Francois 
Ho 11 ande, badly bruised by a 
recent scandal involving an ad¬ 
mission by his budget minister 
Jerome Cahuzac, also respon¬ 
sible for fighting tax evasion, 
that he had hidden money 
abroad, has said "Tax havens 
must be eradicated in Europe 
and throughout the world " 

The climate has turned 
strongly m favour of tough ac¬ 


tion pressure on these two 
fronts, which seemed to have 
eased after progress in 2009, is 
again at a high pitch. 

First, a new law in the 
United States, called Fatca, 
obliges all banks to provide US 
authorities with all information 
they hold concerning all assets 
owned by US taxpayers 

Meanwhile, revelations by 
journalists, known as "Off¬ 
shore Leaks", have further 
strengthened the perception 
that no bank account can be 
considered secret and that hid¬ 
den funds are liable to expo¬ 
sure. 

The consequence of this is 
that the gates of same strong¬ 
holds of banking secrecy, such 
as Switzerland, are beginning 
to give way. 

The European Union, in 
which some countries have 
arrangements considered fa¬ 
vourable to those seeking to 
dissimulate funds, seems to be 
overcoming internal divisions 
and trying to catch up with the 
(Jmted States, even though 
Austria and Luxembourg still 
show some reticence. 

The GS leaders are ex¬ 
pected to make strong state¬ 
ments calling for a "truly 
glob al system of multinational 
information exchange," ac¬ 
cording to a draft final state¬ 
ment. But concrete measures 
appear unlikely 


Cameron has opened a se¬ 
cond front to combat strategies 
by multinational companies to 
avoid paying tax via transfer 
pricing and other techniques to 
generate costs m high-tax 
countries and profits ui low-tax 
countries or tax havens. 

Public opinion in several 
countries, already inflamed by 
stories of tax evasion and tax 
avoidance at a time of auste¬ 
rity, has been roused further by 
revelations in the United States 
and Europe that international 
brands such as Starbucks, 
Google, Amazon and Apple, 
pay little tax in countries 
where they have high-volume 
business. 

In Northern Ireland, the GS 
leaders, all of whom are facing 
national budget pressures, will 
support an action plan to b e put 
forward soon by the Paris- 
based Organisation for Econo¬ 
mic Cooperation and Develop¬ 
ment But even under this pro¬ 
gram, hard-hitting measures 
will have to wait, mainly be¬ 
cause of diverging interests. 

Sources in Palis which are 
close to the talks said that 
"France is mast interested in 
digital issues" while 'Ameri¬ 
can negotiators are not partic¬ 
ularly enthusiastic ' 

One of the most sensitive 
masters concerns trusts and 
other structures which can be 
used as legal shields t.o conceal 
the identities of people with 
offshore activities and assets 

Bntam has put transparency 
m this field on the agenda, say¬ 
ing that change is needed also 
to help fight the laundering of 
illicit funds. 

Cameron, to show good¬ 
will, has also urged British 
crown dependencies and terri¬ 
tories such as the Cayman Is¬ 
lands and British Virgin 
Islands, reputed to be flourish¬ 
ing tax havens, to join in and 
ramp up their cooperation 
against evasion. 

However, the outcome of 
tins appeal is unclear since 
some of them, such as 
Bermuda, are reluctant to sign 
an agreement put forward by 
Cameran. Tins could be a blow 
to the p q sition taken by the G 3 



ALLAHABAD: AFP photo sows an Indian farmer working 
in his sunflo wer field near Allahabad. Sunflower is an im¬ 
portant oil seed crop and in India it gained popularity 
amongstfarmers due to the national priority of vegetable 
oil production. According to estimates of the trade and 
the Vanaspati Manufacturers's Association, 3,88,000 
hectares of sunflower is being cultivated in India. 
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The Rebound of San 

Nicolas 



By: Roland W. Peterson 

In San Nicolas we don’t 
claim that San Nicolas is bet¬ 
ter Shan the rest, but we are 
unique and different 

There are some facts about 
San Nicolas (p 1 anba di brug) 
tliat we all should know. 

In our In story we see that 
San Nicolas has proven to 
have enormous recovery 
strength. 

It has proven to rebound 
again and again. It is this re¬ 
silience that makes us unique 
and different. 

No other town in Aruba 
has gone through these situa¬ 
tions 

First we had the phosphate 
industry in San Nicolas 
(Seroe Colorado). It was a 
prosperous little town. The 
phosphate industry closed 
and things looked somber for 
San Nicolas. 

Then came the oil refinery 
and with Lago we sprang 
back into shape. 

For many years San Nico¬ 
las was prosperous again. 

Then in 1985 Lago closed 
its gates and again San Nico¬ 
las started to hurt 

In 1990 the refinery gates 
opened again and slowly we 
started to re-emerge 

Today tins resilience is im¬ 
proving and again we are 
going to prove that nothing is 
going to keep us back. 

AlThough we are o ften for¬ 


gotten. Sim Nicolas again is 
reminding all that we are here 
and with a determination like 
never before, at the moment 
again we have a fall back. 

But what makes San Nico¬ 
las mare unique and differ¬ 
ent? 

Did you know that San 
Nicolas is the oldest city m 
Aruba? Did you know that 
San Nicolas in 1951 had a 
population of over 20.000 
residents and was almost 
twi ce the size of Oranjestad/? 
That it started as a peaceful 
settlement of a few fishermen 
and their families living m 
small huts scattered along the 
southeast coast. All that 
changed in 1879 when the 
Aruba Phosphate Company 
b e g an exp ortmg 1 o c ally 
mined phosphate. Subse¬ 
quent demand, combine d 
with tire need for a Larger 
workforce, prompted the 
makings of the town to begin 

Did you know that San 
Nicolas has a unique labor 
farce, where quality and loy¬ 
alty stands out 

That it is this work force 
that came to the rescue of the 
hotel industry p’abao di brug 
That the hotel labor farce has 
a substantial percentage of 
people from San Nicolas 

Did you realize that San 
Nicolas has its own music? 
That our carnival music, ca- 


lyps-y and mad march started 
in San Nicolas 

Did you know that San 
Nicolas has its own cuisine, a 
fo o d tli at l s prep ared n owh ere 
else on the islands That the 
first Johnny cake on the is¬ 
land was prepared and eaten 
in San Nicolas 

Did you know that in the 
field of sports, howling 
started in San Nicolas'? That 
traps shooting and golf also 
started m San Nicolas. 

As Arubans we are al¬ 
ways proud to mention that 
we are multilingual, we 
speak four languages. Did 
you realize where that sp eak- 
ing of four languages started" 1 
It began with Papiamenta 
and Dutch. Then came Eng¬ 
lish with the arrival of the 
N o rth Ameri c ans Sp am sh 1 
will leave to the reader's 
imagination But it all started 
right here in San Nicolas. 

Did you know that San 
Nicolas sacn&cedits bay far 
the economic development of 
Aruba? 

Did y o u kn o w that b e si de s 
the place with the most differ¬ 
ent nationalities, San Nicolas 
is also the town with the 
largest variety? of churches 
and religions, on the island 9 
That m Black Hill (Seroe Pre- 
toe) the Lourdes Grotto was 
created by a pnest and p ansh- 
ioners in the year 19 5S. 

Did you know that San 
Nicolas has a Caribbean style 
like no other place on the is¬ 
land Even a building style 
that is unique: a British- 
Canbbean charm of the 
town’s former glory days. 

Did you know that in 
Seroe Colorado there is a 
place called Red Mangroves 
(Rode Mangel) and that north 
of Boca Grandi lies the beach 
Black Mangroves (Zwarte 
Mangel)? 


And so I can go on and on 
with my list o: facts and 
things that make San Nicolas 
unique and different 

Maybe the town is in a 
dip, but the rebound of San 
Nicolas is already in motion. 

Maybe this time we don’t 
have a big company to come 
to the rescue, but this time we 
have you and you are making 
the difference by keeping the 
rebound in motion 





OC tfith' tj'OU' 

www.rexaruba.com 


Kim Kardashian gives 
birth to baby girl: reports 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) - Re¬ 
ality television star Kim Kar¬ 
dashian gave birth to a baby 
girl Dn Saturday, her first 
child with rapper boyfriend 
Kanye West, news reports 
said 

Kardashian, 32, was ad¬ 
mitted to Cedars-Sinai Med¬ 
ical Center in Beverly Hills 
five weeks ahead of her due 
date and delivered a baby 
girl, the entertainment news 


website TMZ.com reported. 

Tire website said West was 
present at the birth and had 
cancelled an event to pro¬ 
mote his new album late Fri¬ 
day after Kardashian had 
complained of feeling a "little 
off." 

US Magazine quoted a 
hospital source as saying the 
Kardashian and her daughter 
were ‘ doing great and amaz¬ 
ing*" 


Adele, ’Blackadder' stars honoured 
by the queen 


LONDON (AFP) - British 
singer Adele and Blackad¬ 
der" stars Rowan Atkinson 
and Tony Robinson were 
among those given awards in 
this year's Queen's Birthday 
Honours announced late Fri¬ 
day. 

Adele, 25, was made a 
Member of the Order of the 
British Empire (MBE), 
winch she adds to an already 
bulging trophy cabinet of 
several Grammys and an 
Oscar for the James Bond 
song “Skyfall" 

Atkinson, the star of the 
hugely papular British come¬ 
dies "Blackadder - and the 
later "Mr Bean" series, was 
made a Commander of the 
Order of the British Empire 
(CBE). 

The 58-year-old said the 
award, announced to mark 
Queen Elizabeth II 1 s official 
birthday, was a "genuine sur¬ 
prise and a great honour" 

He was up staged however 
by Pm bin son, dfi, who played 
his long-suffering side-kick 
Baldnck and who received a 
knighthood 

Fittingly, the two men 
were honoured on the eve of 
the 30th anniversary of the 
first episode of "Blackadder" 
DnJune 1 5, 1983. 

Robins del, who went on to 
present a popular television 
s eri es ab a ut arch ae ol o gy, s ai d 
he was "thrilled, flattered and 
a little gob-smacked" to get 


the honour. 

1 also pledge that from 
this day on I'll slaughter all 
unruly dragons and rescue 
any damsels in distress who 
request my help," added the 
newly named knight of the 
realm 
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G old Coast Aruba: This Is tho tlmo to Invost 


t 



--Management of Gold Coast 
Aruba, the island's newest and 
most innovative gated com¬ 
munity, reports that sales have 
been very good and encourag¬ 
ing as the global economy re¬ 
covers and people looking Ed 
purchase vacation homes have 
found tliat Gold Coast is an 
outstanding investment value. 
Director of Sales, FitD Croes 
has noticed a surprising per- 
centage of owners in re ality d d 
not spend a great amount of 
time personally to use the vil¬ 
las or town homes they pur¬ 
chase, but are taking 
advantage of Gold Coast’s 
rental services to turn their in¬ 
vestment into ready income. 

J, ’The greater portion of 
home owners are using their 
“home away horn home" in 
Aruba to escape the winter 
months, or spend holidays 
with the family on the island," 
he remarked, "but I am grati¬ 
fied by how many are buying 
because they felt secure with 
real estate investment on 
Aruba They really study the 
In story and economy of the is¬ 
land and are impressed with 
the political stability and con¬ 
tinually increasing value of 
prim e lo cati on s Go! d C o ast l s 
m the heart of Malm ok, con¬ 
sidered Aruba's most exclu¬ 
sive community where the 
value of properties has only in¬ 
creased over time. It is only 
minutes to the best beaches 
and all tire action, and yet of¬ 
fers a quiet and secluded get¬ 


away, we Eire very pleased by 
the response to our concept 11 

Fito, with Ins sister Mayrin 
and brother Rudy operate Cas 
Bon, which has been con¬ 
structing homes and building 
developments for all budgets 
for nearly twenty years. “Gold 
Co ast Aruba is the j ewel in our 
crow'll,’ 3 observes Fito “We 
were very excited about this 
project and the scope of actual 
and planned facilities and 
amemb.es. We have spoken to 
countless island visitors to find 
out what they would really 
want in a permanent residence 
on Aruba, and took from 
there.” 

Input from frequent vaca¬ 
tioners who have dreamed of 
their own home in Aiuh a con¬ 
tributed Ed tiie realization of 


G ol d C o ast Arub a win ch wh en 
complete will be a community 
o f 2 £50 town homes, vill as and 
condominiums with a stunning 
clubhouse complemented by 
two additional community 
pool areas, The Clubhouse is 
about to start construction and 
will offer to the community 
homeowners and visitors 2 
tennis courts, frill service spa 
and fitness center as well as a 
stunning pool area and is ex- 
p ected to h e complete by early 
2013 It will also house a 
restaurant and mini-market. 

Owners who purchased 
upon the groundbreaking only 
a few short years ago, are al¬ 
ready enjoying a nearly 5D% 
appreciation on their invest¬ 
ment, particularly tho se taking 
advantage of the an site man¬ 
agement's rental services nro- 


gram There is always a great 
demand for Aruba and facili¬ 
ties such as those at Gold 
Coast, make it easy for some 
owners to see a valuable return 
on their investment. 

The design of the resi¬ 
dences and public areas is 
open, airy and spacious, taking 
full advantage of die island en¬ 
vironment, with quality con¬ 
struction and finishing 
available. Partnering with two 
of Aruba's top providers of 
kitchens and bathrooms en¬ 
ables developers to offer cus¬ 
tom options allowing buyers 
to individualize their homes. 
An elegant and clue furniture 
package is available or island 
designers will assist owners in 
finishing the decor to their 
specific tastes 

Tliere are many aspects to 


purchasing property; not the 
least is the friture value of the 
investment. To further en¬ 
hance this. Gold Coast man¬ 
agement have inaugurated a 
number of in-house services 
and have recently become af¬ 
filiated Interval International, 
the world's largest network of 
vacation ownership properties 
winch provides an unlimited 
intemati Dn al p o ol o f investors 
to tap for ownership and rental 
prospects Property exchange 
for a vacation in another desti ¬ 
nation is also available 
through the Interval Interna¬ 
tional affiliation Gold Coast's 
own rental services have also 
proven highly successful in as¬ 
sisting owners in renting their 
villas, 24-hour security Bird 
maintenance services also tip 
the scales when it is time to 
make a decision Aside from 
all tins, housekeeping, child 
care, catering services , car 
rental through its partnership 
with AVIS car rental are also 
available as well as pre-shop¬ 
ping services so cupboards 
and refrigerators are stocked 
upon arrival, which can also 
be arranged through their 
property management depart¬ 
ment. Personnel are also avail¬ 
able to assist m arranging 
restaurant reservations and is¬ 
land activities. 

Visit their website: www. 
goldcoastamba.com for 
more details and availability 
or call 58(3-2200 to arrange a 
personal tom. 


Steak on a Stone-Le Petit Cafe’s specialty 




In a time when dining choices and critiques are 
based on value for your dollar; an old favorite, Le 
Petit Cafe, still offers one of the best values not. only 
in price, but quality quantity and ambiance. 

Le Petit Cafe in Palm Beach offers charming sur¬ 
roundings reminiscent of a European outdoor cafe. 

Surrounded by Old World gaslights and an abun¬ 
dance of flora, it provides a delightful and romantic 
setting In Granjestad, diners can enjoy a breathtak¬ 
ing view of the harbor; particularly as the sun dips 
over the horizon and the lights of town set the wa¬ 
ters aglow. Taking advantage of their Early Bird 
Special not only offers a great price for a delicious 
meal, but put you in tire ri ght place at the right tune 
to enjoy Aruba's most spectacular daily perform¬ 
ance; our stunning sunsets 

Hie Early Bird special offers a choice of a full 
size cl clu ck en b reast, a h efty p orti on o f fil et mi gn on 

or fresh grouper fillet accompanied by a well-stuffed baked potato, nee or french files There is a choice of 
soup or salad as a starter, and. ice cream for dessert, all for a modest $24.95; an unbeatable price for a great 
meal on Aruba! 

Cooking your mam course on the stone is a supremely healthy method of preparation, seasoned to per¬ 
fection and using no fats or oils. Fish m particular is excellent; extremely moist and tasty. A thick cut of filet 
mignon usually requires cutting into smaller sections to cook fully, especially if your preference is medium-well Ed well done. 

Le Petit Cafe is particularly well known for its “Land and Sea" specialty, filet mignon and lobster tail; a gourmet treat when served m their signature 
fashion. The restaurant also offers a diverse menu of pastas and tempting gourmet appetizers such as seafood crepes, enspy cal am an, and escargot. For family 
members in the mood for something different there are several dishes to choose from, such as chicken parmesan, so a large family with different ideas of 
what they want for dinner can easily be accommodated. 

We all know that breakfast is the most important meal of the day, and Le Petit Cafe has also long been famous for the best value for breakfast, on Aruba 
They still offer a full breakfast buffet for $9 95, another unbeatable value! 

Le Petit Cafe is also located in the Paradise Beach Villas, so whether you are staying in Oranjestad, Palm Beach or Eagle Beach a La Petit Cafe restaurant 
can be found only a short stroll away from you resort, a perfect way to begin or end your day I 


Welcome to Le Petit Cafe 


Fish on a Stone 
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Rays Hurler 
Cobb leaves 
hospital 

ST PETERSBURG (AFP) 

- Tampa Bay Rays pitcher 
Alex Cobb left hospital 
Sunday, a day after he was 
struck in the head by a line 
drive off tlie bat of Kansas 
City Royals first baseman 
Eric Ha surer 

The Rays placed Cobb 
on the seven-day concus¬ 
sion disabled list, not long 
after the 25 -year-old player 
tweeted that lie woke up 
with j ust a mmo r he adaclie 

The scary incident came 
in the fifth inning of Tampa 
Bay's 5-3 victory aver 
Kansas City on Saturday 

With no Duts in the top 
of the fifth inning, Cobb 
threw a 2-1 fastball to Has- 
mer, who smacked it back 
up the middle, catching 
Cobb squarely on the right 
side of Ins head 

Cobb immediately 
clutched Ins head and fell to 
the ground, where he re¬ 
mained for several minutes 
as medical personnel at¬ 
tended him. 

It was the second time 
tins year a pitcher lias b een 
lift in the head by a drive off 
a bat at Tropic ana Field. 

Toronto Blue Jays starter 
J. A. Happ was struck in the 
head with a line drive off 
the bat of Tampa Bay's 
Desmond Jennings on May 
7. 

He remains on the dis¬ 
abled list, not with a head 
injury but with sprained 
knee ligaments suffered 
when he crashed to the 
ground 



Jamaican Campbell-Brown 
tests positive: reports 



KINGSTON (AFP) - Ja¬ 
maica's Veronica C amp bell - 
Blown has tested positive for 
a banned drug and won't de¬ 
fend her 2 00-meter world 
title tins year, Jamaican 
media reported Saturday. 

The Gleaner newspaper 



Brazil's Neymar celebrates after scoring a goal 
during their Confederations Cup Group A soc¬ 
cer match against Japan at Estadlo National in 
Brasilia June 15 t 2013. Brazil went on to win 3 - 
0 and take the first 3 points of the tournament. 


and Television Jamaica both 
reported that the sprinter 
tested positive for the b aimed 
diuretic lasix, although an of¬ 
ficial with the Jamaica Ath¬ 
letics Administrative 

Association said die federation 
had been notified only that a 
Jamaican athlete's "A" sam¬ 
ple had tested positive. 

The government minister 
with responsibility for sports 
N atali e Neita H e a dl ey 
stressed " We continue to be 
proud of our rich sporting 
history and tradition and of 
all o f our adiletes who give of 
their best in representing Ja¬ 
maica in the various sporting 
disciplines locally and inter¬ 
nationally," she said in a 
statement that did not men¬ 
tion any athlete by name 

Tire Gleaner reported that 
the sample in question was 
provided by Campbell- 
Brawn at the Jamaica Invita¬ 
tional on May 4 at Kingston. 

C amp b ell - B ro wn has 

withdrawn from the June 29 
Edmonton International 
Track Classic in Canada and 
will not compete in the Ja¬ 
maican national champi¬ 
onships next weekend or the 
wo rl d ch amp i on ship s at 
Moscow in August, The 
Gleaner reported. 

C amp b ell - B ro wn, who 
turned 31 a month ago, won 
Olympic 200m gold in 2004 
at Athens and 20 OS at B eijing 
but finished fourth last year at 
the London Games behind 
reigning champion Ally son 
Felix of the United States. 

She took bronze in the 
London Olympic 100m and 
silver as a member of the 
4x100 relay at last year's 
Games 


Pick up your brochure at the stand 


Murray is king of 
Queen’s for third time 

LONDON (AFP) - 
Andy Murray was 
crowned king of 
Queen's Club for 
the third time as the 
world number two 
roared back to de¬ 
feat defending 
champion Mann 
Cilic 5-7, 7-5, 6-3 
in Sunday's final. 

Murray was 
pushed hard by the 
Croatian fifth seed, 
but the US Open 
champion responded to the 
challenge with the kind of 
classy display that bo des well 
with Wimbledon just eight 
days away. 

He picked up a cheque far 
£73,315 (3(5,300 euros) far 
Ins latest tnumpii at the pre- 
Wimbledan warm-up event 
but mare importantly Ins 
dominant week's work served 
the perfect preparation 



as 


ahead of his latest bid to end 
Britain's long wait for a male 
winner of the singles' title at 
the All England Club. 

The 26-year-old's third 
successful Queen's campaign 
in five years, fallowing pre¬ 
vious victories in 2009 and 
2011, took his career haul of 
ATP Tour titles to 27 and 
ended his wait far a first tour¬ 
nament win since tire Miami 
Masters m March 



T-\j MaIiaI 

T.NStC of 1nfrk\ 

Authentic Indian Restaurant 
on the Island 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch : 12:00 - 3:00pm 
Dinner; 6:00 - 10:00 pm 


Haven st ra at 36. 
Behind Royal Plaza Mall. 
Oranjestad, Tel : 5884494 
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CLUB & CASINO 


Eagle Beach 
Tel; 6604251 


show it! 


If it is a sport we w 


Job security doesn't come 
easy for NBA coaches 



vs. 




NBA FINALS 


(Sorias bosi-of-sovon) 

Game 1: SAS 92, MIA 88 (Spurs lead 1- 0} 

. Game 2: MIA 108, SAS 84 (Series tied 1-1) . 
i Game 3: SASH3, MIA 77 (Spurs lead 2-1)1 
! Game 4: MIA 109, SAS 93 (Series tied 2-2 )\ 

■ Game 5: Jun 16 - 8 pm EOT @SAS 
I Game 6: Jun 18 - 9 - pm EOT @MIA 

Game 7: Jun 20 - 9 pm EDT @MIA ^ 

Ovechkin named NHL 

MVP 



SAM ANTONIO (AFP) - 
When. Erik Spaelstra was 
playing college basketball at 
the University of Portland he 
decided to tell his father that 
he would one day like to be¬ 
come a basketball coach. 

"He told me, he said 
'Where did 1 go wrong? I've 
known too many coaches and 
they are all crazy.' He cer¬ 
tainly didn't push me into it," 
Spoelstra said of Ins father., 
who was an NBA executive 
at the time 

Perhaps Spoelstra's father 
knew something that Erik 
didn't -- that NBA head 
coaches are hired to be fired. 

Both Miami Heat coach 
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Spoelstra 


Spoelstra and Gregg 
Popovich 0 f the S an Antonio 
Spurs say the lack of job se¬ 
curity for NBA head coaches 
is a troubling trend and some¬ 
times mare about impatient 
ownership than it is about 
poor coaching 

Gf the league's 30 teams, a 
dozen will have new coaches 
next season, including the 
Los Angeles Clippers and 
Memphis Grizzlies. 

"1 think it's a terrible state 
for the profession right now," 
said Spaelstra who is the first 
Fi lip mo - Am sn c an head 

coach in the history of North 
America's four major sports, 
comprising basketball, foot¬ 
ball, ice hockey and baseball 

"We don't see it as coinci¬ 
dence. 1 think it's really a 
shame for the profession of 
coaching that it's been so 
volatile." 

Spoelstra's Heat are facing 
the Spurs in the NBA finals. 

Popovich, (54, said the 
high turnover rate is disturb¬ 
ing and some owners make 
the mistake of taking losing 
personally and then go look¬ 
ing for a scapegoat. 

"Same owners think it's 
easier than it really is," 
Popovich said. It's difficult 
tD win an NBA game, let 
alone playoff game-type situ¬ 
ation. 

"You don't just go draft or 


make this trade or sign this 
free agent and then it gets 
done. It's very diffi cult. 

“Almost like a little bit of 
an embarrassment because 
they've been so successful m 
their own wav and have a 
hard time understanding this 
business. 

"If you can have continu¬ 
ity, a good group, a team, so 
to speak, and all that that en¬ 
tails and keep it in a continu¬ 
ous manner so that it grows 
more or less upon itself ... 
you can deal with adversity. 
"You cannot get too pumped 
up about success but just 
enjoy it and realize how fleet¬ 
ing it might be. 

Popovich, whose father is 
of Serbian and his mother 
Croatian descent, has been a 
basketball coach for the past 
40 years He has coached the 
Spurs since 1996 and has 
four championship rings 
1 999, 3003, 3005, 3007 

Popovich is third all-time 
in playoff wins and first 
among active coaches. He 
has won more playoff games 
with Dne team than anyone in 
NBA history. 

The sometimes surly 
Popovich, known to cut inter¬ 
views with reporters short if 
he doesn't like the line of 
questioning, spoke at length 
on Friday about the difficult 
job of coaching 

But Popovich said he 
doesn't draw much an his 
wealth of experience when 
addressing Ins team, which 
boasts a core of veteran play¬ 
ers who have won four titles 
and and have plenty of play¬ 
off experience. 

"I don't believe they’re 
thinking of the previous 
championships Those are ba¬ 
sically m the Dark Ages," 
Popovich said "They're a lot 
more experienced and they're 
a lot older at tins point, but 
they're just thinking about 
what they can do now to beat 
a goad Miami team " 


Washington Capitals player 
Alex Ovechkin lecl the 
league with 32 goals during 
the regular season. 

Right wing Alex Ovechkin 0 f 
the Washington Capitals 
edged Pittsburgh Penguins 
star center Sidney Crosby far 
the NHL 1 5 2012-2D13 Most 
Valuable Player award an¬ 
nounced on Saturday. 

In voting by the Profes¬ 
sional Hockey Writers'Asso¬ 
ciation, Ovechkin garnered 
1,090 pDints to the 1,058 of 
Crosby, claiming his third 
Hart Trophy in the past six 
seasons 

The Russian also won in 
3003 and 2009. The margin 
of victory -- just 33 points 


from a record-setting 179 bal¬ 
lots cast -- represents the 
closest Hart Trophy race 
since Montreal's Jose 
Theodore and Calgary's 
Jarome Iginla finished in a 
virtual tie in 2003, the NHL 
said. 

Ovechkin tallied 32 goals 
m 48 games, including 23 in 
Ins final 23 contests, to be¬ 
come the first three-time win¬ 
ner of the Maurice "Rocket" 
Richard Trophy as the NHL's 
goal-BCDiing leader. 

He also finished third in 
the League in points (56), 
first m power-play goals (1 6), 
first 111 power-play points 
(27) and first in shots on goal 
(230). 
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Balotelli, landmark Pirlo give 
Italy winning start over Mexico 



Italy's forward Mario Balotelli (L) celebrates with team¬ 
mates Daniele De Rossi (C) and Emanuele Giaccherini 
after scoring against Mexico (AFP PHOTO} 


RID DE JANEIRO (AFP) - 
A goal 12 minutes from time 
from an effervescent Mario 


Balotelli sealed a 2-1 win far 
Italy over Mexico in Rio's 
Maracana stadium on Sunday 


in their Confederations Cup 
Group A opener. 

Balotdli struck from close 
range an 73 minutes to give 
Italy a precious win as they 
joined Brazil on three points 
following the hosts' 3-0 win 
over Jap an in Brasilia on Sat¬ 
urday. 

Once again, protests by lo¬ 
cals demonstrating at the cost 
□ f staging the tournament 
soured the build-up as had 
been the case for Brazil's 
match, with some 500 people 
milling outside the Maracana 
before police dispersed them 
with tear gas. 

Italy took the lead in the 
27th minute with a sumptu¬ 
ous freekick from midfield 
veteran Andrea Pirlo, the 34- 
year-old marking his 100th 
international appearance with 
a curling effort from 25 me¬ 
tres past Mexico keeper Jose 
Corona. 

Even prior to that, Italy 
had looked to he in attacking 
mode as Balotelli fired in a 
law shot which Corona saved 
smartly before the former 
Manchester City striker al¬ 
most deceived the keeper 
with a dipping salvo 

Pirlo then went down in 
the box after tangling with 
Emanuele Giacchenm 

But Chilean referee En¬ 
rique Osses was unimpressed 
as Jose Manuel de la Torre's 


Mexicans weathered the 
early pressure. 

Pirl o' s b re akthro u gh fr - 
nally galvanised the Mexi¬ 
cans, who wan the 
competition on home soil in 
1999, into action and within 
six minutes they were level 
through Manchester United 
striker Javier 'Chicharito' 
Hernandez from the penalty 
spot 

Gio dos Santos dispos¬ 
sessed Andrea Barzagli on 
the edge of his area before he 
was shoved by his rival and a 
penalty was awarded. 

Italy coach Cesare Pran- 
delh fielded no fewer than six 
Juventus men in his starting 
eleven but it was AC Milan's 
erratic Balotelli who went 
close once again as he drew 
another save from the equally 
busy Corona. 

Hector Moreno found the 
best way to stop the former 
Manchester City striker was 
by illegal means and duly 
picked up a yellow card for a 
foul at the start of the second 
period before skipper Fran¬ 
cisco Rodriguez tried the 
same technique and earned 
the same punishment. 

Just after the hour Pirlo 
sent another trademark free- 
kick just wide of the upright, 
before Fraudelli sent on some 
fresh legs in replacing Clau¬ 
dio Marchisio with Ales si a 
Cerci of Torino 

A Gerardo Flores header 
was the best Mexico could 
offer as they faded away in 
the passible belief they had 
done enough to emerge with 
an eighth draw in 11 games, 
the series of stalemates hold¬ 
ing up their attempts to qual¬ 
ify for the World Cup 

But Ealotelli's late effort, 
firing in after a neat flick 
from Emanuele Giacchenm, 
stunned them and saw Italy 
take a giant leap towards 
reaching the semi-finals with 
Brazil and Japan to came. 
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FIFA Coflftd. 

Cup 

GF 

GA 

PTS 

Brazil 3 

0 

3 

Italy 2 

1 

3 

Mexico 1 

2 

G 

Japan 0 

3 
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